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doubtful question whether or not the hazards are too great to admit of actual commercial work voyages for a profit
It is unfortunately true that it is impossible to build a motor-balloon, no mailer how o>reat its si'/c and power, or how advanced ils engineering and equipment, which can attain the same high degree of safety upon a voyage of considerable length as that which is common to steamships. The reasons for this are important,, and should be given with care.
In considering this phase of the problem we shall eliminate airships of relatively small dimensions and meager equipment, built for sport or exhibition or advertising purposes, and deal only with what we may call the advanced and highly engineered airships I he ships of the future, if, indeed, the art has a certain future of development and growth. \\V shall reckon only upon craft which have engines powerful enough to give them very high speeds, and capacity oTeat enough to enable them to carry large reserve supplies of fuel to meet serious emergencies. Such ships may or may not be built for commercial purposes, but in the future it is quite sure we shall have them as parts of the navies and military establishments of the advanced and scientific powers.